INTRODUCTION OF CONTRIBUTORS/PARTICIPANTS

John P. ABPLANALP

A mechanical engineer and an MBA graduate of Fordham University, John Abplanalp is appointed President of Precision Valve Corp. in 1998, assuming responsability for all business activities in both valve and non-valve operations. 

Prior to that he was Vice-President for North American operations. He also spent time in the U.K. as Manager for the Springs Division which he managed globally before assuming his current responsibilities. 

Xavier DELACROIX

Xavier Delacroix creates First&42nd-France in July 2002, to work on the Companies‘ corporate social responsibility, and to help them in their relationships with the civil society.

In 1995, Xavier Delacroix joins the Edelman Worldwide Group as a Managing Director of the Edelman France and Manager of the Issues & Crisis Management division for Edelman Europe.

An expert in “Public Affairs”, he manages crisis situations in internal and external communications, and conducts risk audits for many French and international Companies (e.g. Perrier, General Electric, …). In addition, Xavier Delacroix acquires expertise in the field of corporate communications, particularly in the field of environment.

Before joining Edelman, he was Director of “Public Affairs” at Burson-Marsteller/Paris.  Prior to this, he was a journalist at the BBC in London; he then worked for Libération, Le Monde Diplomatique and L’Express, including several French publishing houses. Xavier is the founding President of the French Association of Public Affairs Consulting, AFCAP and the author of the book “ONG – Entreprises: du duel au duo?” 

Chris Cathcart
Chris Cathcart is President and Chief Operating Officer of the Consumer Speciality Products Association (USA).

An alumnus of West Point Military Academy and a graduate of Central Michigan University, Chris Cathcart joined the Chemical Manufacturers Association in the early ‘80’s. He then served a President of the Hazardous Materials Advisory Council in Washington (D.C) in 1990 before becoming President of the Association of Chemical Distributors in 1998.

He then joined the CSPA in January 2000.

Jonathan PORRITT

Jonathan Porritt, Co-Founder and Programme Director of Forum for the Future, is a leading writer, broadcaster and commentator on Sustainable Development.  Partly as a result of the kind of approach he has been pursuing through the Forum, Jonathon was appointed by the Prime Minister Chairman of the new UK Sustainable Development Commission in July 2000. This is the Government's principal source of independent advice across the whole sustainable development agenda.

In addition, he is a member of the Board of the South West Regional Development Agency since December 1999 and Co-Director of The Prince of Wales's Business and Environment Program which runs Senior Executives' Seminars in Cambridge, Salzburg and the USA.  Jonathon is a Trustee of WWF UK, Vice-President of the Socialist Environment Resources Association (SERA). His most recently published book is ‘Playing Safe: Science and the Environment’.

Sylvain RAULT

Professor at Caen University

Moderator

A Pharmacist as well as a Doctor in Physical Sciences Sylvain Rault teaches therapeutic Chemistry at the Caen University. He is also Director of the Normandy Drug Research Center.

His involvement in environmental matters dates back to the ‘80’s when he acted as an advisor to the French Government on the drafting of the Montreal Protocol, which dealt with the protection of the ozone layer.

In addition to his teaching duties, Sylvain Rault is President of the Scientific and Technical Committee dealing with apiarian health issues as well as head of the Governmental Commission responsible for the eco-toxicity assessment of chemical substances.

Guy REYNES

In the 80’s, Guy Reynes, a Tranport Engineer, is President of a Company specialised in the transport of hazardous chemical products. He subsequently enlarges his activities to warehousing with the creation in 1990 of a Company dealing with the management and logistics of packaged chemical goods.

After selling his enterprise, Guy Reynes becomes Director for Development of an international Transport and Logistics Group.

In 2002, he joins, as a Director, an engineering Company specialised in the design and building of warehouses for dangerous products.

Olwen WOLFE

Olwen Wolfe is a marketing and research consultant who has brought over the past seventeen years her expertise as a consultant to multinational companies faced with culture-sensitive issues. She works with a network of experts in psychology, anthropology, sociology, semiotics, design and trend analysis throughout the United States, Europe and Japan. Olwen. WOLFE also conducts seminars on intercultural team building and regularly gives conferences on qualitative methods, including, most prominently, to ESOMAR, ARF, JMA.

Olwen founded Wordling, a Paris-based intercultural strategic consultancy, in 1999 with a team of experts in qualitative research, idea generation, problem solving, concept development and naming.

Prof. Reinhard ZELLNER

Reinhard Zellner is Professor of Physical Chemistry at the University of Essen.

He studied chemistry and physics at the University of Göttingen where he received his Ph. D.


After continued research in the field of gas kinetics and photochemistry at Göttingen, he became Associate Professor at the University of Austin (Texas). He later taught at the University of Hanover before joining Essen University.

His research activities concentrate on gas kinetics and photochemistry with special emphasis on atmospheric chemical applications. Prof. Zellner was a member of the German Parliament Commissions on the “Protection of the Earth’s atmosphere” in the late 80’s and on “Protection of Man and the Environment” in the early 90’s. He was also coordinator of the German Stratospheric Ozone Research Program”.



