Synopsis

Evolution of the aerosol technology over the past 50 years



John P. ABPLANALP

President of PRECISION VALVE Corp.

The aerosol technology has evolved over the past 50 years with production increasing from 0 to 12 billion units worldwide.

John P. ABPLANALP will discuss his perception of how the industry grew thanks to technical developments focusing on work done by propellant companies, fillers, can companies and valve manufacturers.

Consumer product acceptance is the end result of innovative thinking by the above contributors. 

This flashback will be done in 10-year cycles from the 50’s, to year 2000. John P. ABPLANALP will also touch on the issues that affected the industry and how time and again aerosol technology was able to surmount these obstacles. 

Sustainable Development and Product Stewardship



Chris Cathcart
President  - CSPA

In keeping with the Congress main theme, Chris Cathcart will present the CSPA Product Care Programme which was unveiled this year. This Programme was developed to foster high standards and maximise health, safety and environmental benefits and performance of member products, including aerosols. 

By supporting a long-term commitment to product stewardship and continuous improvement of industry performance, Product Care enhances our industry’s efforts toward Sustainable Development.

Information: a key ingredient in ensuring consumer safety



Xavier DELACROIX
President of FIRST&42nd / Group EDELMAN

Crises, whether of a social (Danone, Alcatel), environmental (Erika Prestige), financial (Enron) or product-related nature are issues which are part of everyday news. 

As a result, business is forced to factor in its behaviour and communication the following paradox: even though quality control and safety procedures have never been so elaborate, consumer suspicion about business has never been as high. In other words: products are becoming much safer but users are increasingly suspicious.

Thus, how should the aerosol industry, which has made considerable progress in the area of product safety, address this heightened concern? How can a crisis be prevented or anticipated? How can the unexpected be managed? How should the emotional factor be dealt with?

This must be done up-front by Companies via an integrated programme of increased awareness, monitoring, public relations and preparation of their organisations to deal with crisis situations in the areas of communication, technique, logistics and overall management. 

Sustainable Development: an imperative necessity for the future



Jonathon PORRITT

Founder-Director of the “Forum for the Future”

After clarifying the terminology, Jonathon PORRITT outlines the social implications (environmental and social pressures and relevant responses) as well as the business implications (identifying benefits and constraints) for Sustainable Development. He reviews a case study of the PVC industry and the environmental debate triggered off by this product. He analyses what that industry did to bridge the “sustainability gap” offering an insight on the methodology used to confront the challenge i.e. the Natural Step Framework.

Jonathon PORRITT then studies the implications for the aerosol industry, highlighting the pressure points, developing a long-term vision and showing how the aerosol industry can build a capacity to meet the sustainability challenge

Ensuring safety of aerosol logistics and warehousing



Guy REYNES

Consultant – DMS Engineering

Risk prevention is an essential element of today industrial Society’s operations. It implies a detailed analysis of both nature and scope of risks and aerosol warehousing constitutes one of them. Aerosol warehousing requires not only Seveso-type facilities to ensure environmental protection but also demands that the human factor – training, experience, motivation, organization – be taken into consideration in the overall management of safety.

After a brief recap of the regulatory context, Guy REYNES reviews what Good Practices should be in the area of aerosols logistics and warehousing. With visual aids of state-of-the-art facilities he shows how an efficient management of risks contributes to the protection of the environment and Sustainable Development.

Consumers talk about aerosols



Olwen WOLFE

President of WORDLING

Why is the aerosol market growing in Europe while aerosols attract bad press? Consumers have the answer. We interviewed them in their homes in France and Germany during an in-depth qualitative study.  They expressed themselves in their own words and within their own frames of reference, without being influenced by too many direct questions.  

The result is sometimes surprising. On a subject like aerosols and the environment it is easy to remain politically and socially correct by proffering clichés and rumours. We overcame this risk by using methods of investigation that allow attitudes, motivations, reservations and expectations to emerge in the order of priority that they really have in the consumers' mind.  We will see that the environment is not always at the forefront. 

Attitudes vis-à-vis the environment can be different in the two countries. We will relate these attitudes to perceptions of aerosols.

The Aerosol and the Environment



Prof. Reinhard ZELLNER

Physical - Chemistry Professor at the University of Essen

Solvents and propellants used in aerosol spray cans are entirely and exclusively emitted into the atmosphere. Assessment of their environmental impact therefore requires detailed consideration of their atmospheric chemical behaviour.

In his presentation, Prof. ZELLNER makes an inventory of VOC emissions from aerosol spray can applications in Europe and discusses the nature and extent of their impact on tropospheric ozone and the biosphere. In his analysis he includes other compounds with adverse health effects, such as PAN and particulates. As will be shown, the current contribution of the aerosol industry to these topics of environmental concern is minimal. However, air quality preservation, an element of Sustainable Development, may still suggest the need for future emission reductions, in particular since total VOC emissions are expected to decrease substantially. Prof ZELLNER will also talk about the concept of weighted emissions in the potential of ozone formation.



